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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, US, FR 

SUBJ: WASHINGTON NATO SUMMIT: FRENCH PARTICIPATION 

REFS: A. STATE 091069 DTG 082051Z APR 78. 

B. USNATO 03675 DTG 1113 15Z APR 78. 

C. USNATO 03733 DTG 121756Z APR 78. 

1 . I WANT TO OFFER A CAUTIONARY NOTE IN REGARD TO THE 
QUESTIONS OF FRENCH PARTICIPATION AT THE FIRST DAY 
LUNCH AND FRENCH PARTICIPATION AT THE VARIOUS MEETINGS. 

PARA 4, REF A, STATES THAT ATTENDANCE AT THE LUNCH 

TO BE HOSTED BY THE PRESIDENT IS TO BE RESTRICTED TO 

HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT PLUS THE SECRETARY-GENERAL. 

2. PARA 2, REF A, ASKS INTER ALIA WHAT IS ENVISIONED 
FOR THE FRENCH? IT GOES ON TO RAISE THE ALTERNATIVE 
FORMULA OF "HEADS OF NATIONAL DELEGATIONS," BUT 
CAUTIONS THAT THIS COULD BE SEEN AS FRANCE BEING 
"REWARDED" FOR GISCARD'S ABSENCE. 

3. IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT FOREIGN MINISTER DE GUIRINGAUD 
WILL LEAD THE FRENCH DELEGATION. I THINK IT ENTIRELY 
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UNLIKELY THAT PRIME MINISTER BARRE WILL GO. IF THE 
GUIDANCE IN REF A STANDS AND GUIRINGAUD IS NOT INVITED 
TO THE PRESIDENT'S LUNCH, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT AS A 
RESULT OF WHAT THE FRENCH WOULD VIEW AS AN INTENDED 
SLIGHT, THE FOREIGN MINISTER WOULD NOT GO TO WASHING- 
TON AT ALL. 
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4. THIS STRIKES ME AS THE LEAST DESIRABLE OUTCOME, AS 
ONE AIM OF OUR POLICY TOWARDS FRANCE IS TO TRY TO 
BRING IT CLOSER TO NATO, NOT TO WIDEN THE GAP. AD- 
MITTEDLY, GISCARD'S ABSENCE UNDERCUTS THE IMAGE OF 
ALLIANCE SOLIDARITY. BUT, IN THE INTERESTS OF 
MINIMIZING GOF PROBLEMS WITH NATO PARTICIPATION AND 
AVOIDING THE PUBLIC SPECTRE OF FRENCH MINISTERIAL 
ABSENCE, I RECOMMEND THAT THE LUNCH PROBLEM BE SOLVED 
EITHER BY INVITING DELEGATION HEADS OR, AS A SECOND 
PREFERENCE, BY EXPANDING THE PRESIDENT S LUNCH TO 
INCLUDE FOREIGN MINISTERS. 

5. WITH REGARD TO SCHEDULING TOPICS OVER TWO DAYS 
WITH A VIEW TOWARDS FRENCH ATTENDANCE, I DO NOT WANT 
TO INTERFERE IN A LOGICAL ORDER OF BUSINESS. BUT I 
WOULD ASK THAT WASHINGTON BEAR IN MIND THAT THE PRO- 
POSAL APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT (IN REF A) WHICH WOULD 
DEVOTE THE SECOND DAY TO THE LONG-TERM DEFENSE PROGRAM 
(LTDP) WOULD CAUSE THE LEAST TROUBLE FOR THE FRENCH. 

THEY ARE NOT GOING TO PUBLICLY IDENTIFY FRANCE WITH 

THE LTDP BY ATTENDING SESSIONS DEVOTED TO IT. 

HARTMAN 
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